[image: image1.jpg]



Building Bridges Conference Starts Dialogue

Fifty LGBT sports leaders met in London at the “Building Bridges for the Future of International LGBT Sport” Conference.

(London, 13 Feb 2005). With a broad local and international representation, the 50 conference participants agreed that this weekend’s “Building Bridges for the Future of International LGBT Sport” Conference was a great opportunity to meet face to face about issues affecting many LGBT athletes, and was a valuable first step towards learning about the organisations involved. The attendees recognized that all participating organisations had the goal of advancing LGBT sports. 

While this might seem obvious on its face, the participants acknowledged the many ways of pursuing that goal. The Conference enabled representatives of the organisations to meet, share views and enter into positive and constructive communication. The conference explored ways to achieve a collaborative co-existence of the worldwide LGBT sports organisations and outlined a number of conference achievements:

The Conference provided personal contact enabling communication and opening the door to continuing dialogue; 

- Participants reached understanding on common ground and also areas where their perspectives vary; 

- Participants listened to and will take into consideration the concerns of other affected parties;

- Participants acknowledged that there are two global multi-sport LGBT organisations undertaking to produce two quadrennial events;

- Participants committed to accountability to grass roots constituents and internally to high standards of leadership within their own organisations and among their partners;

- Participants committed to taking pro-active measures to manage conflict in the future;

- The conference called for a conflict resolution mechanism as part of a plan for GLISA and FGG working together in the future;

- Participants appealed to the global LGBT community, their respective members, partners and host cities to establish positive and respectful interaction.

Co-Presidents of FGG and GLISA committed to ongoing communication starting with a further discussion within 60 days. 

The Building Bridges Conference took place in London on 12 and 13 February 2005 and was hosted by Out For Sport London and moderated by Roger Winfield from the UK Sports Disputes Resolution Panel. 

Organisations represented were: 

Association Sportive Le Coq Musclé

Chicago Games Inc.

European Gay and Lesbian Sports Federation

Federation of Gay Games

Games Berlin

Gay and Lesbian International Sport Association

Gay and Lesbian Sporting Alliance of Southern California

Gay and Lesbian Organisation for Racing and Yachting

International Association of Gay and Lesbian Martial Artists

International Gay and Lesbian Aquatics

International Gay and Lesbian Football Association

London Frontrunners

Out For Sport

Out To Swim

Paris Games 2010 Organising Committee

Rendez-Vous Montreal 2006
SC Janus

Team Washington D.C.

Vorspiel SSL Berlin
Wrestlers Without Borders

For more information, please contact:

Sion O’Connor or Ivan Bussens

Out For Sport, London

londonsport@gmail.com

